
FIGURE 28.23. (A) Galton’s “pinball” machine, also called Galton’s quincunx, was devised to il-
lustrate the convergence to a normal distribution. Written on the face of the device by Galton is
“Instrument to illustrate the Law of Error on Dispersion by Francis Galton FRS.” (B) Rendering of
Galton’s quincunx based on an illustration in his book Natural Inheritance. (A, Courtesy of the Gal-
ton Collection, University College London. Photo GALT063. http://www/ucl.ac.uk/silva/museums/
galton/collections/highlights/statistics/GALT063. B, Modified from Fig. 7, p. 63 in Galton F. 1889.
Natural Inheritance, MacMillan, New York and London.)

Evolution © 2007 Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press

A B

CH28_ART PAGES.qxd:Layout 1  11/29/07  10:39 AM  Page 24


